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amalgamated company was called, controlled the whole of Hie
diamond market of the world. It is estimated that ^"4,000,000
are spent" every year upon the glittering baubles, and of this
amount fully ^3,500,000 came for a very long time from the
De Beers and Kimberley mines. To the original shareholders,
therefore, it was perhaps the most lucrative investment in
Mother Earth.

CHAPTER LXI
CECIL   RHODES

THE man who brought about the amalgamation above men-
tioned was destined to play an important part in the history of
South Africa. His name was Cecil Rhodes, and the story of
his life is one of those romances which give a vivid and
personal interest to the long narrative of our Empire building,
For many years Rhodes's name stood for South Africa. His
dominant personality stamped its impress upon every important
measure that was passed; his master mind was the source of
every development and expansion that was effected in the
natural resources and territory of our South African posses-
sions. The story of his remarkable life must now be briefly
narrated.

'He was born on July 5, 1853, three months after the British
Government had decided to abandon the sovereignty of the
Orange River State and eighteen months after the signing of
the document by which Great Britain first recognised the
independence of the Transvaal State. He was the fifth son of
the Vicar of Bishop's Stortford, and in the quiet environment
of a cultured home Cecil Rhodes acquired a, love of books and
a certain dreaminess of imagination that never left him even
after long contact with the rough side of the world. Religion*
French, and the classics were his strong subjects, and history
and geography favourite ones, but in mathematics he was
was strangely deficient The lad having a somewhat delicate